
     As creatures whom God has benevolently condescended to create in his own image and likeness, our 
fundamental posture towards our loving Creator is that of grateful response.  Creatures do not create or initiate 
for these are the properties of an eternal Self-existing, good, omnipotent and holy God.  Instead, the creature 
mimics his creator God by performing the works God has given him, Gen 1:26-28; 2:15.  This principle also applies 
to the Christian, that is, to those who have been born again or re-created in “true righteousness and holiness”, Eph 
4:24, because the good works they do are not the product of their imaginations or wills but are the delightful 
provision of a gracious God who prepared them before the foundation of the earth, Eph 2:10 (8-10).   The Christian 
is marked by a holy zeal to do such works, Tit 2:14.  
 

     This then is the rhythmic cadence of the life of the creature: God initiates and creates and we respond by 
mimicking him by doing the works that he has granted us.  When we consider these truths, we can readily see that 
our actions are at least in acquiescence with the indisputable dogma that we are not our own, that is, that we are 
not independent, autonomous beings conducting a self-determining, self-fulfilling existence.  On the contrary, the 
Scriptures boldly declare that there is One to whom we owe everything, "'In him we live and move and have our 
being'” Acts 17:28, and plainly teach that “… each of us will give an account of himself to God.”  Rom 14:12. 
Indeed, each man will give an account to God for every careless word he speaks, Mt 12:36, to the Righteous Judge 
who  “.. is ready to judge the living and the dead.”  1 Pe 4:5. 
 

     Thus, whether we are created in the image and likeness of God or re-created by the saving grace of God by 
regeneration of the Holy Spirit through faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone, our fundamental and 
characteristic posture towards God is that of response.  The question we must now ask ourselves is what is the 
content of our response?  It is one of thanksgiving.   
 

     Throughout the Scriptures, thanksgiving is usually offered to God.  After the Exodus, it was formally established 
as a part of the sacrificial system, Lev 7:11-15.  In the Psalms (ESV), various forms of “thanksgiving” appear in 46 
verses one of which records it as a command, Ps 50:14.  The Old Testament portrays thanksgiving as an integral 
part of worship, Pss 95:2; 100:4-5.  God is to be thanked not only for his incomparable attributes, perhaps 
especially for his steadfast covenant love, 2 Chron 7:3; Ezra 3:10-11; Ps 136:1-3, 26; etc., but also for his deeds on 
behalf of his covenant people, Isa 63:7, foremost among which is the salvation that he wrought on their behalf, Ex 
15:1-21; Ps 105:1-45.  In this latter reference, thanksgiving is extended to God’s saving Presence and power 
throughout the entirety of Israel’s life, cf. 136:1-26.   
 

     Thanksgiving is expressed in different ways.  Sometimes it is conveyed in song, Ps 69:30; 95:2; etc., and at other 
times, in and with music, 27:6; 92:1-3; etc., and in dance, 149:3. 
      
     In the New Testament, thanksgiving is usually in response to God’s salvation in Christ Jesus.  This is not 
surprising because “thanksgiving” (eucharistia) (and its various forms) are semantically related to the principle of 
“grace” (charis).  Accordingly, thanksgiving is offered to God for Christ, 2 Cor 9:15, and through Christ, Rom 1:8, 
and in Christ’s name, Eph 5:20.  At times, it is offered to Christ, 1 Tim 1:12.   
 

     God is thanked for delivering his people through Christ from death and the grave, 1 Cor 15:57, and also from 
indwelling sin, Rom 7:23–25.  God is thanked for the triumph of the gospel, 2 Cor 2:14, and for the conversion of 
sinners, Rom 6:17.  There is a direct relationship between the extension of divine grace and our response in 
thanksgiving: “For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.”  2 Cor 4:15.   
 

     Our Lord thanks God for hiding his plans from the wise and for revealing them instead to little children, Mt 
11:25; Lk 10:21.  Prior to his restoration of Lazarus from the dead, he thanks God for hearing Him, Jn 11:41-42.  
However, Jesus’ most significant acts of thanksgiving are located in His feeding miracles and at the Last Supper.  
See, for example, Jn 6:11: “Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated. ..” and  Lk 22:19, “And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them,  ..”  
 

     Christians are to abound in thanksgiving, Col 2:7 and it is God’s will in Christ Jesus that thanksgiving be rendered 
in all circumstances, 1 Ths 5:8.  In the eschaton, the Lord God is thanked for his Person, Rev 7:12; 11:17, and for his 
saving work of destroying his enemies, v. 18; cf. 4:9-11. 
 
     Thanksgiving therefore is the essential content of creaturely existence.  It is especially requisite and definitive of 
those whose sins have been forgiven by the Lord Jesus Christ.  This truth is touchingly portrayed by the woman in 
Lk 7:36-50.  At our next meeting, God willing, we will begin our examination of this story.   


